Snowmobiling

To wild mountain peaks and high passes. To handsome white clapboard villages and scenic farmland vistas. To family pancake breakfasts and spaghetti dinners, snocross races and radar runs. Not to mention, right out the door of woodbridge lodge, a cozy country store or hearty eating spot. With 4,600 miles of groomed "white highways" and another 1,400 miles of secondary trails, there's hardly a spot you can't snowmobile to in Vermont. Which is why for convenience, user-friendly well-marked trails and maps, easy access to riding, parking and fuel, Vermont's trail system can't be beat.


Using The Trails Has Never Been Easier

To ride in Vermont, just purchase a trail pass for your legally registered snowmobile through a local club and you're all set to go! Vermont now recognizes all valid state and provincial snowmobile registrations.
The trail pass system was adopted to make snowmobiling easier, eliminating the need for out-of-state riders to get a Vermont registration. The pass is called a TMA (Trail Maintenance Assessment) and it includes your membership in the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers and one of Vermont's 243 local clubs. This membership and TMA allows you to use all of Vermont's snowmobile trails.
For the convenience of out-of-state visitors, VAST has arranged for a network of more than 500 locations where you can obtain club membership and a VAST TMA at the same time - like one-stop shopping. Locations are often motels, snowmobile shops or general stores. Information on where to sign up can be obtained by writing or calling the VAST offices at 802-229-0005, 41 Granger Rd. Barre, VT 05641.
By state law, to snowmobile in Vermont you must belong to VAST and a local club. Around 85% of the VAST trail system is located on privately owned land, and by law VAST clubs must get permission from the thousands of property owners whose land is used for snowmobile trails. By joining VAST and a local club, all members enjoy this permission and the privilege of using the extensive VAST trail system.
This dual membership arrangement also provides the local clubs with the support that they need to maintain trail grooming and other activities. Most of the trail pass monies go directly back into grooming and maintaining Vermont's nationally recognized trail network.
Getting a VAST TMA and a club membership is usually best done in the area where you intend to do your trail riding. Once you have both, you or anyone else may operate the snowmobile displaying your valid registration and your valid TMA decal.
Vermont has additional requirements for junior riders. Anyone born after Jul 1, 1983& who is 12 years of age, who will be operating a snowmobile must have completed a "Snowmobile Safety Course" recognized by Vermont. A snowmobile operator decal and registration card. The TMA registration card and decal will bear identical numerical markings. The decal must be displayed on your snowmobile adjacent to the left side of your registration decal. The card must remain with the snowmobile. You will also receive a VAST membership card that indicates the local club that you have joined. These items may only be procured through membership.
These rules and regulations are shared by all Vermont snowmobilers. As club and VAST members, we heartily welcome you to share the forest trails, fields and wonderful mountain scenery of Vermont. welcome to the VAST family.under 16 years of age must also be supervised, at all times, by an adult at least 18 years old. Vermont recognizes other state and provincial safety courses and many times there are courses offered right in the area where you will be snowmobiling. Check with the VAST office for schedules.
A Primer On Vermont Trail Signs

Vermont has a standardized trail sign system that works a lot like a regular highway. All main trails, called corridor trails, are marked with a route number and direction, for example, 14N(orth) or 14E(ast). An "A" means an alternate trail, for example 14A-N is an alternate for 14 N. A "C" means the trail connects two trails. An "F" means a feeder trail that's short or dead-ends at services such as food or gas. For a fee a map of the entire trail system is available from VAST. Many local clubs also print more detailed maps of their riding area. VAST highly recommends obtaining a map before going on the trails.
Snow Facts

Vermont gets an average of between 100 to 250 inches of snow during the winter. Remember that because of the high elevations in much of the state - there are 223 mountains over 2,000 feet - rain in southern parts of New England often falls as snow in Vermont, and stays on the ground here when it melts elsewhere. 

FOR TRAIL REPORTS - CALL 1-802-229-005 (ext. 21) or Log on to http://www.vtvast.org/
Snowmobile Tours are available at Rock Maple Sport & Power on

Rt. 9 east of Wilmington, V1~ Phone: 802 464 3284.

