Fireplace

Keep fires size reasonable. A three-log fire results in a nice cheery fire that doesn’t tax our poorly constructed fireplace too much. The fireplace will not add any heat to the lodge. The fireplace is strictly aesthetic and not intended to provide heat. The one exception would be if all the propane heaters were inoperative because of a loss of electricity. With no heated air in the lodge to loose the fireplace could be a source, however poor, of heat. The fact is that the warm lodge air that is used for combustion in the fireplace then goes up the chimney and lost. The small amount of radiant heat that is created by the fire doesn’t replace what is lost. The net effect of the fireplace when the outside air temperature is less then fifty-two degrees is to cool the lodge. Use the natural logs supplied by the club and stored in the wood shed outside and in the rack to the left of the fireplace inside. We pay a premium for well-seasoned hardwood firewood. However, if you use artificial logs, be sure to follow the directions on the package, which usually limits the fire to one artificial log. Using artificial logs combined with natural logs results in a fire that heats the chimney to a temperature that degrades the mortar between the flue tiles. There shouldn’t be any mortar between the flue tiles you say. Well that’s true, but that’s not how the chimney was constructed. Keep fire screen doors closed except while attending the fire. Leave glass door open while burning. The glass doors are only meant to prevent drafts and the loss of heated air from the propane heaters whilst the fireplace is idle. Restricting the air supply to the fireplaces will cause creosote buildup and could result in a chimney fire. Keep the damper set so the draft (flow of air) will remove all smoke when the fireplace is lit. Make sure that the fire is completely out before going to bed or if you plan to leave the lodge. Plan ahead a three-log fire will stay hot for several hours and require someone as a fire watch until it is safely extinguished. Do not allow small children near the fireplace. Do not burn trash in the fireplace. The fireplace is a cozy spot to gather around, but always remember that it is a real fire and can become dangerous if you do not follow the rules. If you built the fire in the fireplace you are the primary fire watch to take responsibility for the fire and the residuals and ashes belong to you. The next member to lay a fire wants to find the same clean fireplace you did. Place ashes in noncombustible container only and remove from the lodge. There is an ash can near the woodshed. Restock the inside wood rack before closing the lodge and going home.

The chimney is swept once a year, however when burning between one and two cords of wood during the year some creosote buildup is inevitable and a chimney fire is always a possabilty.

Due to chimney fires at the lodge in the past a supplie of chimflex has been placed on the manutel Your first indcation of a chimney fire is a muffeled rooring sound of the air being pulled up the chimney to support the fire. Where you to look at the chimney top from outside the flames are propley between two to four feet above the top. There is probley a large fire in the fireplace (the reason the creasote caught fire) So do not close the glass doors. Gently toss a chimflex (looks, and works like a big road flare execpt the "smoke" produced is like dry chem) onto the fire. The chimflex must burn to have the desired effect which is to extinguish the chimney fire.

· Keep combustible materials at least three feet away from the fireplace. 

· Avoid combustible decorations on the mantle. 

· Keep children away from openings. 

· Never use flammable liquids to start a fire. 

· Never use excessive amounts of paper to build a roaring fire.

· Never burn cardboard boxes, gift-wrapping, trash or debris in the fireplace.
· Never burn plastic, charcoal or Styrofoam products in the fireplace. They produce toxic gases! 

· Never close the damper with hot ashes in the fireplace.

· Never roast marshmallows over a fire with large flames. Wait until a nice bed of hot coals form. This is especially important when children are present. 

· Never put water on a fire or coals in the firebox.

· When building a fire, place logs at the rear of the fireplace on an adequate supporting grate.
· Before using the fireplace for the first time in a season, make sure the flue is open.
Terms to acquaint yourself with. The fire department may be glad you did.

Creosote
A very flammable by-product of combustion that can buildup within the smoke pipe and chimney and then ignite, causing "chimney-fire".
Damper
A device used to reduce or close the opening between the firebox and flue.

Carbon Dioxide
A gaseous product of poor combustion resulting when carbon based material is burned with not enough oxygen to produce complete combustion. Carbon dioxide is a component of many natural gases.

Carbon Monoxide
A poisonous, combustible gas formed by incomplete combustion of carbon or reduction of carbon dioxide.

Emissions
By-products of combustion vented out of the home.

Flue
Vent or chimney for a combustion device.

Glass Doors
Close off the opening of the hearth so heat from the central heating system does not escape up the chimney when the fireplace is not being used.

Grate
An iron frame used to hold burning fuel in a fireplace.

Hearth
Traditionally refers to the floor of a fireplace on which a blaze is built. Today it is also used to refer to all the devices and equipment used in connection with the fireplace and stove industry.

Mantel
An ornamental facing surrounding the fireplace or simply a shelf above a fireplace.

Seasoned
Firewood that has been allowed to dry and protected from water. Seasoning generally takes six to twelve months. Wood burns much easier when its moisture content has been reduced. Freshly cut wood contains over 20 percent water.
